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THE INFANT MILK SUBSTITUTES, FEEDiNG BOTTLES 
AND INFANT FOODS (REGULATION OF PRODUCTION, 

SUPPLY AND DISTIUBUTION) ACT, 1992 

No. 41 OP 1992 

[2&th. December, 1992.) 

An Act to provide for the regulation of production, supply and 
disuibution of infant milk substitutes, feeding bottles and infant 
foods with a view to the protection and promotion of breast
feeding and ensuring the proper use of infant foods and for 
matters connected tJ1erewith or incidental thereto. 

B& it ecaoted by Parliament in the Forry-thlrd Year ot the Republic 
ot Indla as follows:-

; 

1. (1) This Act may be called the ~nf!!nt Milk Subs~tut.es, Feeding 
Bottles and Infant Foods (Regulation ot Production, Supply and Db:tt1-
bution) AcJ., 1992. 

(Z) It I)Xtends to the whole o! Inqia. 

(3) {t ..hall come Into force on such date a.s the Central Government 
may, by notiftcatlon in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

:1. lA thla Ad., liDless ..,.. context othawiso requires,-

{«) ''ad>?e.rtlsement" includes any notice, clrcoJ,ar, label, wrapper 
and other documents and also Includes any visible representation or 
announcement made by meaos ot any light, sound, smoke or gas; 

(b) "container" mi!ans a box, bottle, casket, tin. can, barrel, 
· case, tube, receptacle, sack, wrapper or other thl.ni in which any 
Infant milk substJiute, feeding bottle or infant food lJ pieced or 
packed !or sale or d.istributk.n; · 

(e) •·teeding bottle" means a:ny bottle or receptacle used for the 
purpose of feeding Infant milk substitutes, an!! includes a teat Olld 
a valve allached ~~~ capable of being nuo.ched ro ouch bottle or 
receptacle; · 

(d) "health care sy9Ulm'. me.~ns an instirul.lon or organisation 
engaged, either dlreclly or, indirectly, in hcalrb care for mothers, 
infant& or pregnant w(!men, and includes a he~lth wo~ker in private 
pracl.lco, but dt>es no< include a phn.rmacy or drug ~tore; 

(e) "health worker'' means a perS9n engaged in health care f<X 
mothErs, in!.:um or pregn.anr women; 
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Infant Milk Suh.r.rures, ~•ee<llng BouLe• an.d lntant Ji"Ot>4$ LAL"l: '*I 
(Regt.lahon of Production, Suppl1f mtd Distribution) 

<n " infax:t food' means an.y food (by wi1a1ever name called) 
being marketed or otherwi~e represe~ced a3 a complement co mother's 
milk to meet the growcng nutritional needs of the ln'{ant after the 
age of tour months; 

(g) "infant milk subsLituteo" means uny food being ma•·keted or 
otherwiSe represerueci a" a partial or total replaCement {or mother's 
m ilk, whether or not it is suitable for such replacement; 

(h) "label.'' means a d•splay of written, ma.rked, stamped, 
printed or gral'hl~ mat-at aflixerl to, or appearing upon, •ny container; 

(i) "prescribed" mclllls prescribed by rules made under th13 At-t . 

• (2) Any referoJ.nce in ttus Act to any Other enactment or a.ny provision 
thereof, shall, in rela~ion to ::n area In which such enactment or such 
provision is not lO force, be construed as a reference ro 1he co~apond
ing law or the releilont pro,rision of the corTesponding law, i! any, in 
force in that area. 

3. No person shall-
' (<1) advertise. or take part in the public:ulon of any advertise-

ment, tor the dls•ributlon, snlc or »upply of Infant mllk subsllnues 
or tecdiog bottles; or 

(h) gh•e •n imprcr~Sion or cren1e a bl,illet in a~•Y 1nnnncr rhut 
feeding of infant milk substitutes lS equivalent ro, or better thAn, 
mother's milk; or 

(c). take part in the promotiOn oi use or sale ot Infant 
•mbstitutes or ieeding bottles or infant fooda otberwlee than 
accordance wllh the provisions of this Act . 

milk • 
ln 

4. No person shall-

(a) supply or dlatribute samples or inlan• rnllk subsritut.ee or 
fl!t;ding bottles or gif•a of utensUs or other articles; or 

(b) cont~ct .ny pregnant woman or the moth.l'r of an infant; or 

(c) offer inducement o£ any other ldnd, 

Cor the purpose of pron:oting the use or sale of in!a1" mUk 5\lUstltutes or 
·1ee<Ung bout~. · 

5. Subject to the provisioos of sub-section (4) of oec•lon 8, no per.on 
•hall denote or rllstribuce--

(a) infant milk suhscitut<S ,,. feeding bonles to auy ocher person 
e"cept to an orphanage; 

(o) any inlo.r:nstional or etlueationnl equipment or materW 
Nluting to lnlanl milk substirutes O>' (eedlog ponles: 

Provided thnt nothing in thls clause shall apply to the• donation 
or cisl"tibutioo., subject to such condirions and reJit.rictions as may 

·--a. .• ..a • ' _.,.., W'\n1nmenf or material rhrough rhe heohh c-are 
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Olt 1.&9'2) 1nfo.1'1.1 Milk Su.J>a~itutes, l~ •• ~;,g Bottles und lnf<mt P'ood.s 3 
(Reg .. tation of P·rod~£ction, Supphy Md DtstTibutiOn). 

'· (l) Without ple)udic;, to the provisions ol che Prevention of Food 
Adulteration Aet, 1954 and the rules made !hereunder, no person shall 
produce, supply c.r cti&trfbuce any ir:fam milk substicuce or infant food 
unless every container thenot or Jtny label affixed thereto indicates in 
a clear, conspicuous and In an easily readable and understandable 
manner, the worcis "important nctice'• in capital letters In such language 
as may be pre:>cribed end Indicating thereunder the following parti
culars In the same Janguase, ~amel'!:-

(a) a ""'"'ruent "mother's rr.llk is bes• lor your baby" in caphal 
l~CLers; 

(b) a statement that in:tant milk substjtutA! ""infant food shoUld 
be Wled only on the advice of a health worker :IS to the need for its 
USe and the proper method af its use; 

tc) a warning that infant milk substitu~ or lntant toed is not 
the sole source of nourishment of an infant; 

(d) the instructloos for its appropriate prepru:atlon and a wat'h· 
iojl fgainst t.he health hazards Of irs inappl"Oprl.aL~t preparation; 

(e) <he inerecJi,e.nto used; 

(J) che conrpoel<lon or unalysis; 

(9) <he storage conditions required; 

(h) the ba<ch number, du.te of its manu1aeLure and th~ date 
before which it is co be consumed, caking Into uccoUJH the cl.!m.atlc 
and stouge conditions of the country; 

(i) ..Uch other partieu)ars as m.ay be prce<:tibed, 

(2) No cOIH3in.,r or Iobel referred to in snb-seeuon (1) , relating tO 

infant milk subsntute shall-

(o~ !Uive pictures of an mfant or li WOtnal) or both; or 

(b) have pictures qr other graph•c rtU~-tcrial o,r phrt~ses designed 
to increas~ 1rli e saleabfUty of infant milk substitute; or 

'(c) use on it the word "ht:manised" or ''tnaternallsed" or any 
Oiher sun!lar word; or 

(d) IJear on it such Oth!'r particulars u m•y )>(: prescr·ibed. 

7. (J) Every educado:nal or other lnt..Le-riol. whvlht:.t• ~ud.lo-. or vi.aua), 
dealitlg with pro-natal or po•n-oatal ""re or wuh the feeding of an infant 
and Intended to reach pregnant women or <nothers ot Infanta shall In
clude dear iniorm•rlon rela•fng co-

(t•) the benefits and superlori<y ut bt·east-!teding; 

(0) the preparation fot·, and the Col>tinuance of, breast-feeding; 

( Pl th .. h~rmflll rJ'IPI'IO nn 'bl'e&St•fCeQinct OUe <n \he panlal 
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4 1nfll.nl Milk Substilt<les, l<"eedlng Bottl<!s end JnffM!.t· FOQ<U [_.eor 41 
(Reg1.lation of P.-od.1•ction. Suppby and Dislribut!J>n.)· 

(d) <he dlfllculties >n l't'Yerdng to breast-feeding of in1an"' aft~ 
a period of teedlng by 1nfan< milk su.bstltulej 

(e) the nnanclal and soc.ial irr.plications ln making u.ee ot 11\#lln< 
milk substitutes llDd feeding bottles; 

(f) <he heulrb h~ard5 of improper us.e of inlant milk subsrimces 
and feeding bottles; .-

(p) such oth<>r mailers as may be prescribed. 

(2) No material referred to in sub-seclion (1) shall be utll!Hd t~ 

promote the use or sale of in1ant milk substltute,s or feeding bottles. 

8. (1) No person shall use any health care syste.n for <he diaplay of 
placards or pastors relating •o, or for lhe dis.tribulion ot, materials for 
the purpose of promo<ing tho use or sale of infant milk sul>ltdtute& or 
feeding bottles or tnfant foods: 

Provided that th~ provisions of this sub-section shall no< apply t()

(4) the donation or d.lstxibution o! infurmallonal .or educ.rlonal 
equipment or materi.~l made In accordance with the proviso to cl&}lS" 
(b) of section 5; and I 

(b) <he dissemination ot information to a heallh WOl'Ji>er about 
the scienti!ic and factual .matters reladng to rhe use of infant milk 
subsritutes or ft.-eding hotrles or Infant foods along with the in1gr- ; 
matlon specified in sub-section (1) ot seet:mn 7. .~ 

' (2) No person who produces, supplies, disrributes o.. sells lnf~t 
milk substitutes or fteding bottles or intent foods shall make any pay
ment <o aoy person who works in the health care system for the purpose 
of promoting the use or' sale ot s•tch subslhllt~ or bottles or foods. 

(J) No person, oth~ than a health worker, shall demonat:rat.e feeding 
wi.lh infant mille sub•ti<Urca or Infant fO<Id$ to a molb.er of an infant 
or to any memb~.- of h"r family and such·· heallh worker shall a]so 
clearly explam to such ruorher or such orher member ·the haz•rds of 
~mprop~ US!! ~~ Infant milk substitutes or feeding bottles ~r infant foods . . 

( 4) No person, othet" than un in>tllution or organisation, engaged 
jn health care for mochers

1 
infants or pregnant women, sha.U distribute 

infant tnilk suoolltut"s or feeding bottles to a mother who cannot resort 
to b~as.t-fooding and who ca-1'\no t afford to purc.ba.•e i.ntant mUk sub
s<.i titles , or feedi!\g bottles. 

(5) An orphanaee may pur.:hase In rant mill< substitutes or feeding 
bo11le.s a< a price low~r than th.e!r sale price for the purpose of utilising 
lhom in the said orplr tnage. 

EAJ>/(IMtion.-For tbe pu.·poses 01 tbJS sub-section. sueh purchasea shall 
Dot amount to an induceme.ol for promoting ~ use or sale of iD!ant milt 
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or 1!100) lnfanz Milk Suhstitat~, Feeding Bottl.:s and Infa.ilt Foods 5 
(Regulaiio" oj PTOduction, s .. pp~v tmd Dish~butfon) 

9. (1) No person who produces, supp;lies, distributes oc sells irifant mill: 
substitutes or feeding botUe,s or inf3Jlt foods sh;;l'l offer or give, directLy or 
j,ndirecdy, any financial inducements or gifts 110 a hc.Ulb wotlcer or to any 
member of hls family for the purpose of pmmoting the use of such sobstilutes 
or bottles or foods. 

(2) Wh~re such pcr11on makes any contril>ution 10, or incurs any expen
diture on, a health worker, either directly or indirectly, sach pe~on and such 
health worker shall d1sd~e the same to the institution or organi~:;.tion to 
which sucb nealtll worker is altac.hl!d 

10. (1) No person who produces, supplies, distributes or sells infant milk 
sttbstitutes or feeding bottles or iqiant foods shall fix the remuneration o! 
any of his employees or give any commission to such employees on lhe bollis 
of the vol11mo of sale of such · snhstilllles or hott1es or foodo mode by such 
employees. 

(2) The employees or such person shd! not perfonn any f•oaction which 
telatc$ to educating a pregnant woman or molher r>f an infant on prt>-aatal 
or post:natal care or the mfant, . 

11. (1) No p<'rsoo shall sell or olberwise dlstrlbute a~ infMt milk sub· 
stitute or in(t.nt f<><>d unle-ss it con(oma to tloe ~tandnrds, specific•d for such 
eubstitute or food under the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954, 1\nd 
the rules made thereunder ~nd the container t.he.tcof has the relevant Standord 
Marl: specified by the Bureau of Indian Standards ~tablished u~der sectiou 3 
of th~ l3urC)3u of 1Qdiu1 Standards Act, 1986 t<> indica~ that tbe infant milk 
substitute or infant food conform• to Sllch standards: 

Providtd thai. where no !I.Bnfiard• h ave been srecitied lfor any inf~ct milk 
sub6titute or infant lood under the Prevention of Food Adulteralion Aet., 19~4, 
no person rhall .eil or otherwise distribute such substitute or food unless. he 
bas obf:R]ned the approvd of the Centnl Ooveornment in relation t9 sucl'l 
subStitute or food aud the label affixed to the container thereof under th,e 
roles made under that Acl 

(2) No ~n &hall llell or utbernt"'> distribute any {:cding bottle unless it 
conforms to the Standard Mad: specified hy the llnreau of lndiun St•ndards 
referred 10 ia r:ub-se<:tlon (1) for fecdin~~ hott1~s ond r.uch n'l ftr-'k i~ affixed Ot' 

its C(mtaint:r. 

12. (1) Any food inspector •ppoiored under section 9 of the Preventinn 
of Food Adulteration Act 19 54 (hercin?.ftcr referred to as the food inspectl'lr) 
or any o!Mcer not below the 1 '"lk or :1 Clnss l officer nu thort<~d in this behalf 
ny the Steto Government (herciuaft.o:r rcfcrre:l "' •s the outhorised officer) rony. 
ir he b~• ~o~ Jt:ason to bclir.•e that cny p:o··hlon of section 6 or section II 
has •been ('r i< beine cdntraveued, en1e1 and <earch at aoy rea<otiable time nny 
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6 Infant Milk Substitute.~. Fced•ng Bottles and lnfo.nt Food& [ACT 4! 
(Regulation of Prodllctivn, S'upPll! nnd. Di.trril>ution) 

(Z) The provisions of the Code of Criminnl Proctdurc, 197 3, relating to z ol I97~. 
searches and seilur~s shall, so ' '" as may be, apply to ~ery s•arch or sdarure 
made under Ibis Act. 

J 3. U) 11 any rood inspector or autnortsed officer m ~3son to believe 
that in respect of ""l' inf•ot mille St>bstilute or feeding bottle or infant food. or 
contciner thereof, tilt' provisions nC this Act have ~en or ano l>eia2 contraven-
ed, he may sei,.., cucl, substitute or boUle or food or container. ~ 

(2) No such sa.b~til\ale or food or hottle ot· container shall be retained by 
any food inspector or r·tthntised office.- for a period exceeding ninety day< 
from tbe date of it\ -sehwre unless the nrnroval of the District .Tudse. within 
the local JimiL< (If whose j11risdiction mch seizure has been made, hos been 
obt&ined fnr such r<tention. · 

14. A».y infRnt andk suh&titute or feeding bollle ot anfant food nr contain
er thereof, in respect or which any provi•:i,,n of this Act has !>.en or is heinl! 
contrnvened, shall be liable ro ccmfiscatiCIII : 

Provided that where at is e.<tnblish~cl to the sa tisf•ction of the court ad
judging the c~~n·fis<:lttion thnt the pMson in whooe possession, powe; or col)trol 
any ~uch sul><titnte or b(>ttle <>r food or container i~ (Mind is 1101 re~ponslble 
f<>r rhe oonlrA"entinn nf the pnwlslons or tlais Acr, the court mn.y, instead of 
makin~t ao order for the confisel'tinn of sucl1 substitute or holtle or food or 
container, mate such other order auth<>nsed 1'>1• this Act ag3inst the penon 
guilty of the hree.ch of the provisions of this Act as ii may thin I: fi t. · · ~ 

15. (1} Whent:\'e( anv eonfi~c:~tion i! ,.utborised by thi$ 1\ct, tbe court 
adj\tdging it may, subject ,,, such conditions ns' may be specified in the otd~r 
adjudging Ute conftseation. aive to tbe owner thereof an optioo to ·pay in li8u 
of conlisc8tion sncJl oost nOt exceeding the valu~. nf the infant mrlk substitute 
or feeding bottle or infr.nt food <>r cont;a iuer thereof in respect of which ·the 
confiscr.tioo is anthnd$C(j us lhc c."'urt thinks fit 

(2) On payment of the cost ord.,.·«d l>y tbe courf the seitd .infant milk 
substitute or feedtng bottle or infant food or container shall l?e rer.urned to 
the person from whom it wns seiU<I on the crmditic:m thot •uch per$Cift shall, 
before making any distrihlltion, sale or sopply or soch sub&titute or bottle. or 
food or container tivc effect to th• pmvi•ion< of this Act . . . 

16. No confi.;.,at oon made or cost onleh•d to be paid unde.t tbis Act shall 
p<eveut the lnfltct1on ol any punishment \O wlucb the person a1feetad 
therelJy Is ll&ble under the provi,sicms of this Act or under any other la w. 

17. Any confi-cntifln mt•)' h~ •diudf,cd "' c!'<t< mny'· tx ordered to be 
paid,-
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(b) s:ubjed to such limits as may be specified by the Central 
~verrunent in thu behalf, by such o-ther court, not below a civil 
court having peclllliary jurisdiction exceeding :five thousand rupees, 
ns the C~tral Government may, by notification Jn the Official 
Gazette, authorise in this behalf. • 

18. (l) No order adjudicating confiscation or directing payment of 
costs shall be made unless the owner of the Infant milk substitute or 
feeding botUe. or Infant food or container thereof bas been given a notice 
in writing intonnitig him of the grounds on which it Ia proposed to con
fiscate such substitute or bottle or food or container and c!vlng biro a rea
sonable opportunity of making a representation in writing, within such 
reasonable tlroe as may be specified in ~ notice, against the conJiscation 
and if he so desires, of being heard in the matter: 

Provided tbat where no such notice. is given within a periOd ot ninety 
days from the date o'! the seizure of the intant milk substitute or feeding 
bottle or infant food or container thereof. such substitute or bottle or 
food or contai~ shall be returned after the expiry of that period to 
the person from whO&e posse;sion It was se.lzed. 

(2) Save as otherwise provided in sub-section (1), the provisions 
of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, shall, so far as may be, apply to 
every proceeding referred to in sub-section (I). 
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19. (l) Any person oggtieved by any decision of the court adjudica- Appeal. 
t111cg a confiscution or ordering the payment of costs may prefer an ap-
peal to the court to which an appeal lies from the decision of such 
court. ' 

(2) The appellate court may, after giving the !lppellant an opportu
nity of being heard, pass such order as it thinka fit confirming, modifying 
or revising the decision or order appealed against or may send back the ~ 
case with such directions "" It may think fit for a fresh decision or 
adjudication, as the case may be, after taking addltk>nal evidence if 
necessary: - ' ~ 

Provided that an ord~ enhancing any ftne in lieu of conll.s«lioo or 
for confiscating goods of greater value shall not be made under thU 
section unles4 the appellant has had an opportll.!dty of making a repre
sentation and if he so desires of being heard !r. .lis defence. 

(3) No further appeal shall lie agai'bst the order of the court made 
under sub-section (2). 

ZAI, (1) Any person who contravenes th~ · provisions of section P<>n~lty. 
3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9; 10 or sub-section (2) of section 11 shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, or witb fine 
wh.ich may extend to five thousau:-u.l 1·upe.:s , or with both. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of section 6 or sub
section (I) of section 11 shall be punishable With imprlsonnlent for :t 
term which shall not be less tban six months but which may extend to 
three years a'n'a With firie ~b!ch ·shall not be less than 'two thousand 
rupees: 

Provided that the court may, for any ade.q uate and special reasons to 
be mentioned in the judgment, impose ; sentel'\ce nf lmnri,.,..nm,.nt fr.r 
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a term which shall not be less than three months but which may extend 
to two years and. with line which shall not be Jess than one thousand 
rupee$. 

2l (1) Save 9$' otherwise provided in section 173 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973, no court shall take cognizance oi any offence 2 of ln4. 
puiUshable under this Act except upon a complaint in writing made by-

(a) a penon authorised in this behalf under sub-section (l) of 
section 20 of the Prevention ot .Food Adulteration. Act, 1954; or 37 o! 1954. 

(b) an officer not below the rank of a Class I ofll.cer authorised 
in this behalf, by general or special order, by the Government; or 

(c) a representative of such voluntary organisation engag'Od in 
the field of child welfare :and development and child nutrition as 
the Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, au
thorise in this behalf. 

(2) Where a complaint has been made by a representative of the 
voluntary organisation ,authorised under clause (c) of sub-section (,1) 
and the court has issued a summons or, as the case may be, a warrant 
under sub-sectiOn (l) of section 204 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
1973, the Assistant Public Prosecutor for that court shall take charge of 
the c~ and conduct the prosecution. 

2 Of 1974. 

) 

' • • 
22. ( 1) Where an offence under thls Act, has been committed by a 

company, every person who, a I the time the offence was committed, was 
in charge of, and was responsible to, the company for the conduct of the 
business of the company, as well as the company, shall be ~ed to 
.be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and ~ 
punished accordingly: 

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any ~ 
such person liable to any punishment, if he proves that t,he offence was '> 
committed without his knowledge or that he had exe:tcised all due d.Ui- 1 

gence to prevent the commission of auch offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (l), where 
any offence under this Act has been committed by a company and it 
Is proved that the offence h as been commHted with the consent or con
nivance of, or b attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director, 
manager, secretary or other ofHC'er of the company, such director, 
manager, secretary or other officer shall also be deemed to . be guilty of 
that offence and. shall be liable to be proceeded egalnst and punished 
accordingly. 

ExpiClnation.-For the purposes of this section,--

(a) ' 'company" means any body corporate and includes a .6rm 
o: other association of individuals; and 

(b) "director", in relation tc; a firm, means a partner in the dnn. 

23. NotwithiJtanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973, an . offence punishable under th1a Act ahall b&- 2 n11Q7' 
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24. No suit, prosecution or otbe.r legal proceeding shall lie against 
the Central Government or any State Government or any officer of the 
Central Government or of any State Government for anything which 
is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act. 

25. The provisions of this Act, or the rules made thereunder shall be 
in addition to, and not in derogation of, the Prevention ot Food Adultera
tion Act, 195-l. or the rules !'lade thereunder. 

2~. (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Ofl!ctal 
Gazette, make rules to carry out the provisions of thts Act. 

(2) In particular, and w ithout prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power, such rul'jS may provide for all or any of the following 
matters, oamely:-

(a) the conditions and restrictions subject to which educational 
equipment and o~r material may be donated or dtstributed under 
the proviso to clause (b) of seetlon 5; 

(b) the language in whlch the notice· and other particulars 
shall be indicated under sub-section (l) of section 6; 

(c) the particulars whlch are to be indicated under clause (i) of 
sub-section (l) of section 6; 

(d) the particulars which a ~tamer or !abe) shall not bear 
under clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 6; 

(e) the matters to be Included in the information which reaches 
pregnant women or mothers of infants under clause (g) of sub
section (l) of section 7; 

(f) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, pres
cribed. 

(3) Every rule made under thts Act shall be laid, as soon a.s may 
be after it iS made, before each House ot Parli&ne•, while it is i n section, 

for a total period of tliirty days whlc h may be comprised in one session 
or in two or more successive sessions, and if. before the expiry of the 
session immediate,Jy following the session or the successive sessklns 
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modiflcatlon in the rule or 
ooth Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall 
thereafter have effect only in such modified fonn or be of no effect, 
as th<' case may be; so, however: that any su"h modiflcAtion or annul
m!'Ilt shall be without prejudice to the validity of anythJng previously 
don'! under that nl!e. 
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